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Will librarians find, as 
libraries overseas have 
indicated, that the man 
in the street will pick 
out the paperback every- 
time and leave the hard- 
cover to gather dust on 
the shel ves? 





Features of our June issue are "The Age of the Paperback" by Major 
Williams-Green; Mr. Hobbelman’s exposition on the Yearly Book Exhibi- 
tion and Dr. P.C. Coetzee’s series on the science of reading. 

The idea of the Paperback now being introduced by the Cape Provin- 
cial Library Service in South Africa dates as far back as the fif- 
teenth century. This Major H. Williams-Green makes clear to us in his 
informative article "The Age of the Paperback". The impact of this 
idea has overtaken the 20th Century like an equinoctal wave whose 
force is not yet spent. In the East and in 
the West the spread of knowledge through the 
medium of paperbacks is so significant that 
in a decade it has encouraged a whole new 
conception in publishing. In Europe and in the Americas libraries 
have made use of this book-form with surprising results. 

In South Africa, the Cape Provincial Library Service now brings to 
its libraries this new medium of learning. Libraries will receive 
such works as the Bible, the Koran, the philosophers (old and new) 
modern fiction and non-fiction; and even technical works (in small 
measure) in this new form. 

will they find as libraries overseas have indicated that the man in 
the street will pick out the paperback everytime and leave the hard 
cover to gather dust on the shelves? 

Libraries affiliated to the Cape Provincial Library Service may make 
use (if they have the necessary accommodation) of the exhibition of 
books which was set up for the annual book exhibition of the South 
African Publishers’ Association. This yearly Exhibition was opened 
in May in the Old Supreme Court by Dr. Friis; and Mr. Hobbelman Direc- 
tor of Union Process Engraving and Stereo Co. gives us a comprehensive 
description of it on page 9. It was at this opening that Dr. Friis at 
the close of a well-thought out introduction quoted André Maurois, for 
he said speaking about the power of books, or as he put it, "Die Krag 
van boeke" - "Books are our gateways into other minds and other 
peoples .... nothing was more important for mankind than to bring 
within the reach of all these means of broadening our horizons", 

On page 7 Dr. P.C. Coetzee in the second of his series "Lesse in 
die Leserkunde" outlines discovery and invention as it applies to man 
and his education. 


EDITORIAL 











TESSEF IN LESERKUNDE 


Dr. P.C. Coetzee* 


2. ONTDEKKING, UITVINDING EN OPVOEDING 

Die wetenskaplike is n ontdekker en n uitvinder, die wetenskap in 
lie eerste plek ontdekkings- en uitvindingsarbeid. Dit het ek in die 
eerste les probeer verduidelik. Maar die wetenskaplike doen maar net 
op n stelselmatige en metodiese manier wat elke mens doen. Elkeen 
van ons is n ontdekker enn uitvinder en was dit van ons eerste uur 
af. Die mens word gebore met n neiging tot eksplorasie en manipula- 
Sie. Die mens lewe in n oop wé@reld en hy moet leer wat om daarmee te 
doen. Hy moet vir hierdie oop wéreld sy eie vastighede uitvind. 

Om te besef wat dit beteken moet ons hom met die dier vergelyk, dit 
wil s@ met die dier soos hy deur biolo#® vir ons geteken word. Die 
dier lewe in n vaste wéreld wat aanpas by sy instinkte. Hy hoef nie 
te leer hoe om sy w@reld te behandel nie; dit word vir hom in sy 
stelsel van instinkte voorgeskryf. Ons kan dit verduidelik deur te 
s@ dat elke dier gebore word met n klassifikasiestelsel waardeur hy 
elke voorwerp wat hy teenkom onmiddellik as ,eetbaar", ,onskuldig" 
of ,gevaarlik" of wat dies meer sy, kan plaas. Wat nie in sy skema 
pas nie, bestaan vir hom glad nie en hy neem in die re#l ook geen 
notisie daarvan nie, of as dit aan hom opgedring word, klassifiseer 
hy dit as ,gevaarlik". Hy het geen ,.9"-klas nie. 

Die mens het nie n ingebore klassifikasiestelsel om sy oop wereld 
te klassifiseer nie, of het dit in baie geringe mate. Hy moet n 
stelsel uitvind of aanleer. Elke keer wat ons n naamwoord gebruik 
(as ons s@ ,dit is n tafel" en ,daardie ding is n berg") is ons besig 
om n klassifikasiestelsel te gebruik wat vroetre geslagte uitgevind 
het en wat in die taal vasgel@ is. In die taal het die mens vir hom- 
self sekere vastighede uitgevind. plke kind moet daardie stelsel 
leer, dit kom nie vanself nie soos die dier se stelsel nie. Wanneer 
n kind sy taal leer, leer hy nie net woorde nie, hy is besig met 
die klassifikasie van die dinge wat hy ontdek. Maar die taal maak 
nog iets anders moontlik. Dit gee ons n metode om met dinge te werk. 
Dinge kan rond geskuif word, maar nie altyd nie en diesel fde ding kan 
net op een plek wees. Nou kan ons woorde in die plek van dinge plaas 
en hulle ,in gedagte" manipuleer. Ons doen in die biblioteek by 
katalogisering iets van dieselfde aard wanneer ons katalogiseer. Ons 
plaas die boeke volgens klasnommers, maar die kaarte wat die plek van 
die boek inneem volgens outeursname en bou op dié wyse n sisteem op 








waardeur boeke makliker gevind kan word. 

As u daaroor nadink sal u sien dat daar in hierdie proses twee 
dinge is wat hy ontdek. Daar is eerstens die dinge self en tweedens 
die w@reld van die uitvindinge van sy kultuurgroep, in hierdie geval 
die taal en die begrippe waaronder die dinge gerangskik kan word 


Maar ons kan ook die dinge self in twee groepe verdeel, naamlik 
natuurdinge en kul tuurdinge. Die natuurdinge sluit alles in wat is 
sous hulle is, sonder die ingryp van die mens. n Rotsblok, n hout- 
stomp is byvoorbeeld natuurdinge; n standbeeld wat uit die rots ge- 
kap is, of n stoel wat van die hout gemaak is n kultuurding. Alle 
ku) Luurdinge is uitvindinge van die mens. 

Maar waar hoort die mens nou tuis tussen die natuurdinge en kultuur- 
dinge? Die antwoord hierop sal u miskien verras. Die mens is 


wesenlik n kultuurding, n uitvinding van homself. In die natuur be- 
staan daar eintlik geen mense nie, miskien wel mensgelyke wesens. 
Selfs die feit dat ons op twee bene loop, moes oorspronklik uitgevind 
gewees het en elkeen van ons het dit vroeg, en dikwels moeisaam, 
aangeleer. Nege tiendes van ons menslikheid bestaan uit aanwendsels 
wat ons geleer het. Daar is mense soos Jean-Jacques Rousseau wat 
meen dat dit verkeerd was om n besondere gedrag uit te vind en aan te 
leer, of dat ons in die proses te ver gegaan het. Maar selfs 
Rousseau het nie kans gesien om in so n mate tot die natuur terug te 
keer (weer n natuurding te word) dat hy hande-viervoet wou loop nie. 
Ons kan nie meer, en dit het Rousseau ook ingesien, afstand doen van 
ons uitvindinge nie, ons kan onsself as uitvinding nie ongedaan maak 
nie. 

Ons kan ontdekking en uitvinding moeilik van mekaar skei. Ons ont- 
dek die wéreld in die mate wat ons nuwe dinge raak sien, maar die ont- 
dekking is nie voltooi voordat ons n naam daarvoor uitgevind het en 
wat ons by wyse van uitvinding voltooi. Dit is geen wonder dat ons 
die twee terme ,ontdek" en ,uitvind" gewoonlik deurmekaar gebruik. 
Ons s@: ,ek het uitgevind hoe hierdie masjien werk" wanneer dit 
eintlik oor n ontdekking gaan. As ons die woord ,uitvind" in sy 
eintlike sin gebruik bedoel ons dat ons van n bestaande natuur- of 
kultuurding iets anders gemaak het as wat dit van te vore was, dat 
ons iets nuuts daarvan gemaak het. Uitvinding is n kreatiewe proses. 
Wat ons kultuur noem, is daardie uitvindinge wat in n gemeenskap ge- 
maak is, wat getoets is in die lewe en behoue gebly het. Dit sluit 
in voorwerpe, tegnieke, gedragspatrone (sosiaal, eties, esteties), 
begrippe en begripsisteme. Dit is die totaal van die vastighede wat 
die mens vir homself geskep het en wat hy hom dan die plek inneem van 
die stelsel van instinkte by die dier. 

Die kultuur kom nie vanself nie. Elke kind moet sy eie kultuur 





ontdek. Maar ontdek is nie genoeg nie, trouens hy sou sonder hulp 
nie veel daarvan kon ontdek nie. Hy moet leer en geleer word. Om te 
leer is gedeeltelik ontdekking en gedeeltelik oefening. Om geleer te 
word, is om hulp te ontvang van iemand wat reeds weet en reeds be- 
drewe is, wat meedeel, voordoen, en jou veral help waar jy vassteek 
omdat jy nie mooi begryp nie. Hierdie opvoeding, leer en geleer te 
word, gaan dwarsdeur n mens se lewe aan. 

Een van die belangrikste middels wat die mens tot sy beskikking het 
om homself op te voed, is die boek. In n volgende les sal ons nader 
ingaan op die proses waardeur die mens deur boeke, homself ontdek. 

Dr. P.C. Coetzee is hoof van die Departement 


van Biblioteekkunde te Pretoria Universiteit. 


ANNUAL BOOK EXHIBITION A SPUR TO 
S.A. PUBLISHERS 


N. Hobbelman 


There is no doubt that a yearly exhibition of books, like the one 
which took place in the Old Supreme Court in Cape Town during May, to 
select a number of "best books", has assisted and still is helping to 
raise the quality of all elements which together form the production 
of books, technically and aesthetically. 

The general improvement in layout, design, printing and binding of 
the South African book has been of a continuous nature during the 
last three or four years. In some sections the improvement has been 
greater than in others, but those sections will act as a guide to 
what is aimed at. 

It is clear that the approach of publishers has undergone a change 
and that the assistance of the professional typographer has played 
its part in the overall improvement. 

A jury consisting of Mr. B.H. Borgelt, director of A.B.C. Press, 
Mr. Alexander, art critic and Mr. Nick Hobbelman, director of Union 
Process Engraving & Stereo Co. (1940) (Pty) Ltd., selected the two 
best books in the following sections; 


At this exhibition the judges looked to the physical form of the book: 
only. The Book-content was not considered. 








Mr. 
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Hobbelman, Me. Borgelt and Mr. Alexander looking at the prize 

Ling hook ‘Die Rurger ° 
Art and [llustrated: 

"Heinrich Exersdorfer", by Eric Rosenthal (Nas. Boekhandel) 


"Die Koei wat in die water geval het". (H.A.U.M.) 

Belles Lettres: 

"Die Dammetjie" by Audrey Blignault (Tafelberg-Uitgewers) 

"Die Vuurklip" by Philander (Nas. Boekhandel) 

Non-fiction: 

"Albert Schweitzer van Kind tot Man" by M.Z. Thomas (H.A.U.M. ) 
"Bushman, Whale and Dinosaur" by Dr. Walter Rose (Timmins) 
Fiction: 

"Die Spaanse Roosboom" by Werner Bergengruen (Tafelberg-Ui trewers) 
"Die Du Plooys van Soetmelksvlei" by Jan Schutte (Tafelberg- 
Uitgewers). 

Technical and Educational: 

"Native Law in South Africa" by 8M. Seymour (Juta) 

"Gesonde Gesinsbou" by Prof. 8.P. Cilliers (Universiteits- 
Uitgewers). 

Children’s and Juvenile books: 

"Die Tweeling Trek Saam" by M. E.R. (Tafelberg-Uitgewers). 


"Waar Kom die Kindertjies vandaan" by Karl de Schweinitz (Van 
Schaik) 


Special Mention was made of the following two books: 
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"Eighteenth Century Furniture in South Africa" by G.E. Pearse 


(Van Schaik) 
"Rhodesia and Nyasaland" (Timmins) 





No restrictions were placed on books printed overseas which com- 


peted on equal footing with those printed in South Africa. 


It is 


nratifying to note that only two books of the final selection had 


been printed outside the Union. 


The judging took place in 2 sessions, the first being a pre- 
selection in which those books were put aside that required a more 
thorough examination and the second one in which the final examina- 


tion took place on the following points: 
(a) Book Jacket 
(b) Binding and end papers 
(c) Paper 
(ad) Printing 
(e) Typography 
(f) Illustrations 


(g) Design of publishers mark 


(h) Any special features 
A total of 100 points could be gained. 


According to the Judges’ report "their decisions were taken un- 
animously, although they were aware of the fact that as some select- 
ions were very close ones, differences of opinion with the public 
might well occur. The public were asked to match their selections 
with those of the judges and the winner on 8 occasions chose the same 


book as the judges. 


The Non-fiction division was considered to be disappointing and 
lagging behind some of the other sections while the Technical and 


Educational section according to the report 
"suffers from lack of imagination". "The 
standard of Educational books especially is 
unsatisfactory. Although attempts have been 
made to make the covers more attractive (some- 
times with very good results) the arrangement 


Dr. J.G.G. Smit deputy Superintendent -General 
of Education and Mr. Keraan who won the prize 
offered by the Book Association at the May 
exhibition. 


"Cape Times" 


















of the contents is mostly dull and without imagination. More use of 


colour and better make up (if of course economically possible) is 
strongly recommended" 


The report calls for "closer co-operation between publishers, 
artists, printers and blockmakers to obtain better results at more 
economical prices", Another observation is that "watch should be 
kept on overseas developments in new reproduction techniques and the 
r6le that is being played in bookprinting by the litho printer in 
hurope and America, made possible by filmsetting, a fact not yet re- 
coynised in general in South Africa", 


The judges attribute a great deal in the improvement of our books 
to the professional typographer "who studied his subject and has 
knowledge of the relationship between type and paper, type and illus- 
tration, correct layout of preliminary pages and sequence in which 
they should appear, proportion between type area and paper size, the 
indication of setting instructions for leading, indention, use of 
caps and small caps, italic or bold type". 

They also have something to say to the printer "who, in the press 
room, should see to it that elements of bookprinting, such as keeping 
even colour (or rather even black) right through the book should be 
watched. There is still too much variation in colour between the 
various signatures of a book". 

From the Compositor they ask to watch "optical letter spacing" and 
making up all book pages to the same number of lines, to keep head- 
ings (and space on both sides of it) to an equivalent of lines to 
ensure backing up every line of type with one on the other side of 
the paper and thus avoiding show through. 

The binding department are sometimes using too light end-papers 
and their special attention is asked for the correct rounding of 
book s. 

The report ends, directing itself to the publishers; 

"The South African printing industry in various fields has reached 
standards comparable with those overseas and there is no reason why 
bookprinting should lag behind. We are convinced that the same pur- 
poseful drive and foresight which has brought you so far, if con- 
tinued and supported by all your colleagues, must result in still 
better books, a matter that concerns us all and is so close to our 
hearts. 

We are sure that in time, such exhibitions will become a national 
demonstration for South African publishing and printing - a platform 
where publishers, artists and craftsmen of the printing trade meet 
and give their best in this most important field of service to the 
public", 
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APVENTURE IN THE INTERIOR 


"Ete « great life" seys Mr. Rodgers who left us 
ws recently as May toteke up duties in the 


Transkei - Here are his Impressions! D.J. Rodger 


The previous night we had travelled mile after mile through driving 
rain toward Cedarville. Visibility ended a few feet in front of the 
Land Rover, where an almost solid street of water stretched like a 
prison wall. 

Now, early the next morning, the sky was still cloudy, but the 
world seemed full of light. On either side the flat grasslands ex- 
tended for miles, finally merging into the blue foothills of the Dra- 
kensberg. Clusters of white, pink and mauve flowers nodded in the 
rain-washed air. Before we reached Matatiele it was raining again, 
but not so hard as to be unpleasant. That was to come later. 

Our visit to the Coloured Depot at Matatiele that morning was my 
introduction to the Non-European side of our work. As always, lack 
of shelving-space was one of the most pressing problems. The library 
is situated in the schoolroom, and our arrival caused some disruption. 
Even if we achieved nothing else, we did win some goodwill for the 
Library Service by being the cause of an extended break period for 
the pupils. 

The book-van having left some time previously for Bizana, we de- 
cided to follow, and soon were spinning smoothly along the National 
Road. By this time it was raining heavily again. We had no sooner 
left the National Road than our troubles started. 

As we rounded a bend, Dave Sanderson and I both saw the book-van 
some distance ahead. It seemed to have stopped at rather an unusual 
angle, but we said nothing, hoping for the best. Our illusions were 
soon shattered, for the bus was well and truly stuck in the treacher- 
ous red clay. The rear end was jammed against the right bank, leav- 
ing just enough space on the left for cars to pass. 

My share in the efforts to get the bus out was rewarded by a fall 
in the muddy road. True to my usual custom, I was travelling light, 
and had no change of clothes. We hastily chose some books, put them 
into cartons and set off for Bizana in the Land Rover, leaving the 
driver with the book-van. I was left at Bizana to issue the books, 
while Dave went back to pull the bus out of the mud. My work proved 
to be the easier, as it took six hours altogether before the bus was 
on the road again. 
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"We were soon spinning 
smoothly along the National 
Road", 


At Bizana I had only two problems. The first was that we had 


chosen a large proportion of Afrikaans books, unaware of the fact 
that Bizana was one of our two English-speaking Coloured centres. 
One has to live and learn. The other problem was that I could find 


no reading-matter at all in the small hotel while waiting for the 
rescue party. My librarian’s instinct finally led me in desperation 


to the sheets of newspaper which had been used to line the drawers of 


the wardrobe. I read all about the early troubles in the Congo and 
diligently perused the used car advertisements. 

My unfortunate colleague arrived cold, wet and hungry at ten 
o’ clock, and was unable to get as much as a cup of tea, let alone 
dinner, at the hotel. Neither of us will forget Bizana in a hurry. 

At breakfast the following morning, while repairing the ravages of 
the previous night, we met a doctor who was making a rapid tour of 
the Transkei to prepare the way for the polio immunization campaign 
for children of seven and over. Many parents did not know the ages 
of their children, so he had hit on two ways of finding out whether 
children had reached the age of seven. He wanted all children who 
could put their right hand round the back of their heads and touch 
their left ear, and all those who had graduated from sheep-herding to 
cattle-herding! These simple tests proved to be quite a reliable in- 
dication of age. 

The next two days were fairly uneventful. The rain continued un- 
mercifully and between Umtata and Engcobo we had a nasty skid in a 
foot-deep patch of mud. The short-cut between Tsomo and Bolo alter- 
nated between bog and mountain goat track, but the enthusiasm of the 
Bolo farmers for their projected library compensated for any dis- 
comforts and dangers. It’s a great lifel 
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GOENGEKEURDE PROJEKTORS 


Die onderstaande is die jongste lys van projektors goedgekeur deur 
die Departement van Onderwys, Kuns en Wetenskap vir. gebruik met hulle 
films. Lede wat voornemens is om films van hierdie diens te leen 
moet alleen gebruik maak van een van die onderstaande modelle. Sien 
die leidraad ,Films, Projektors en Gehore", 

1. Ampro Simplex 20 


2. Ampro Premier 20 31. Kodascope Pageant AV, 085-FI 
3. Ampro Stylist Light Weight 32. Kodascope FS-ION 

4. Ampro Stylist Major 33. Kodascope Pageant AV-153 
5. Ampro Super Stylist 34. Kodascope Pageant AV- 154 
6. Ampro 477 35. Kodascope Pageant AV-073 
7. Ampro Premier 40 36. Kodascope Pageant AV-074 
8. Bell and Howell 601 37. Kolograph 1615-47 

9. Bell and Howell 179E 38. Lytax SP-55 

10. Bell and Howell 202B 39. Movie Mite 63LMB 

11. Bell and Howell 285 40. Natco 3015 

12. Bell and Howell 621 41. Natco 3030/1 

13. Bell and Howell 385 42. Paillard 02/4 

14. Bell and Howell 631 43. Paillard Bolex 8221 

15. Bell and Howell 399K 44. Paillard Pathe PS. 16 

16. British Thomson-Houston 401/10 45. Philips E&L5001 

17. British Thomson-Houston 450 46. R.C.A. 400 
18. British Thomson-Houston 451 47. R.C. A. Hollywood 

19. British Thomson-Houston 301 48. Siemens 5W Opt. 
20. British Thomson-Houston 401/30 49. Siemens 2000/1 15w Opt 
21. De Brie D116 50. Siemens 2000/2 
22. De Brie D16. MB6W 51. Siemens 2000/3 
23. De Vry 14000/ 2 52. Siemens 2000/11 
24. De Vry R/S 16/2830 53. Siemens 2000/12 
25. De Vry Super 16 54. Siemens 2000/13 
26. De Vry 14000/1 55. Siemens 2000/14 
27. Dixi 7228S 56. Victor 60 
28. Hortson 16 57. Victor 40 
29. Kodascope Pageant 1 58. Victor Greyline 
30. Kodascope Pageant AV. 255-S. 59. Victor 65/10 


This is the most recent list of projectors approved by the Depart- 
ment of Education, Arts and Science. Borrowers of Cape Provincial 
Library Service Films may use only one of the listed projectors. 
Vide the guide "Films, Projectors and Audiences". 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS CONFERENCE - 
GRAHAMSTOWN 


MEMBERS OF LIBRARY COMMITTEES ATTEND THE GRAHAMSTOWN CONFERENCE 
20 - 22nd JUNE 1961. 


This, the third Committee Members Conference to be held was opened 
at Grahamstown by Dr. Theo Friis. The twenty-seven Committee members 
attending represented both libraries and library depots. Among those 
attending were Uitenhage, Fort Beaufort, Graaff-Reinet, Kingwilliams- 
town, Kokstad, Patensie, Peddie, Cathcart, Middleton, Hogsback, 
Adelaide, Queenstown, Sterkstroom, Jansenville, Klipplaat and Sun- 
lands. 

The Conference dealt with library standards for buildings and staff, 
bookstock and standard library regulations. Here an interesting 
proposal came up: One of the delegates suggested that in the forma- 
tion of the advisory committee the local borrowers should elect at 
least one member of the committee - the remainder still to be nomina- 
ted by the municipality. 

Mr. P. de V. Uys, organiser of Adult Education for the Eastern Pro- 
vince spoke comprehensively on (1) Adult Education and (11) the 
urgency of better co-operation between the Provincial Library Ser- 
vices and the Existing Adult Educational Services in South Africa. 

Mrs. Brown, the wife of Mr. R.A. Brown, sub-librarian of Rhodes 
University introduced a note of originality. She said that a libra- 
rian in search of a storyteller should approach the local school. 
For it is an established fact that children accustomed to storytel- 
ling stand out. Such a teacher would best be able to choose from 
among the parents of her children one who would perfectly fit the 
role of story-teller. 

Such matters as Extension work for Adults, "The Teenager in the 
Library" came up for discussion. 

Dr. Friis gave emphasis to his point that every library committee 
should make a community survey for establishing existing organisa- 
tions - such playreading or social groups as might be formed in the 
future. 

For this Conference, members were fortunate to be allowed to use 
the Municipal Council Chamber. The Municipality must be thanked for 
their teas and cocktail party and for their consideration which did 
much to promote a happy atmosphere. 

Closer co-operation between the Department of Adult Education and 
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Children Liaten te the Teller ot 


Tales chosen for them by the Library. 


the Library Services would become a definite aim. This was the note 
on which the delegates brought the meeting to a close - a session 
that had inspired a measure of enthusiasm among all attending. 


PERIODICALS AND NEWSPAPERS: 


Librarians are reminded that if their committees should wish to 
make any changes in the choice of periodicals and newspapers, they 
should do so now. 

The proposed changes should be sent to the Regional Librarian to 
reach him by the 15th of August; the Regional Librarian will forward 
the lists to Head Office by the 31st of August and changes will 
commence from the ist of January 1962. 
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THE AGE OF TRE PAPERBACK 







Major H. Williams-Green 





"4 spread of learning which may be compared to the Renaissance" - 


Yajur Green who helps to compile our Union Catalogue tells us about 






the history of the paperback in this article; and diverges in the 





July Librarian on the far-reaching results of the use of paperbacks 






as they apply to our library system; for from now on the paperhack 





has come to stay and all libraries in this country will be supplied 






with them, 

Paperback? Twenty years ago what would this have meant? Luridly- 
covered cheaply-printed horrors, the yellow-backed French novel whose 
leaves one cut with a hairpin in the train between Paris and Marseil- 
les, or some curious black-type tract from an obscure address in the 
U.S.A. All contemptuously classed as trash by the literateur and 
even by the avid reader of the 7d. novel, now unknown to the present 
generation. 

The Age of the Paperback? When did it start? It started at the 
Second World War - to be precise, in 1939. The idea of the paperback 
is much older, it even dates back to the 15th century according to 
some writers and certainly flourished in the 18th century for the 
publication of political satires and religious tracts. In the second 
half of the 19th century many novels appeared in two or three volume 
paperbacks, but, compared with hard-bound books, sales were negligi- 
ble. 

Those were the days of private libraries in mansions and great 
country-houses in which vast rooms, shelved from floor to ceiling 
stored massive volumes in tolled marocco and calf. No gentleman’s 
house was complete without them and how magnificent they were! They 
comprised the Classics, Religion, Art and Archaeology as then under- 
stood and - Sport. The pattern was a familiar one and the catalogue 
of the library at Yatton Grange was, title for title, that of the li- 
brary at Goring Manor. 

An age of opulence, of tranquility and complaisance yet one also of 
eloquence and classical knowledge. The Age of the Paperback. What 
is this? An age of horror stories, of sensational novels, of porno- 
graphy? Not necessarily, by any means. The paperback of to-day is 
not merely the second-rate leisure reading of twenty years ago. 

Let us briefly consider it’s growth since 1939. It had it’s true 
beginning as the result of war. Material was short, costs were 
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rising, restrictions were in force, but man must read and authors 
must write. The fighting-man required mental relaxation in the inter- 
vals between action. His kit was limited, his moves often frequent. 
What better than light-weight books that could be read, passed on to 
a comrade or thrown away when finished, with no undue sense of loss? 
Reprints of novels and anthologies of verse were quickly edited and 
printed with paper covers to meet the demand. It did not stop at 
novels. 

The soldiers, sailors and airmen of World War Two came from every 
class and walk of life. The idea of study and the acquisition of 
knowledge took form. Editions of ’ good’ books, literary works and 
Classics soon followed. The series of Penguin books, later to be 
followed by Pelicans will be remembered in this connection. The idea 
was taken up seriously by publishers in Britain and America and a 
gradual increase of titles began steadily to appear during the fol- 
lowing twenty years. There is not space in this essay to trace this 
growth in detail, but by 1959 the sale of paperbound books topped the 
sale of adult hardbound volumes in America. This is not surprising 
when one considers the wholesale price of paperbacks, 23 cents per 
copy as against the price of hardbound at $1.73 cents. The princi- 
ple of spreading the American way of life over the world originated, 
under the slogan of Paperback Ambassadors, which published the clas- 
sics of American literature. Subsidised by the United States Infor- 
mation Agency it sold several hundred thousand books in the Far East. 
Statistics showed that this represented a sale of twenty to twenty- 
five books a year for every inhabitant of the United States. 

Britain and Russia were not far behind. In India, to mention one 
country, paperback sales soared with educational works and books on 
political economy and science predominant. Many of these were print- 
ed in the languages and scripts of the countries thus ’invaded’. The 
movement revealed a thirst for knowledge almost unrivalled in the 
history of the printed word. The effect on publishers of hardbound 
books was crushing and more firms adopted the paperback format. 

It seemed that the only practical objection to paperbacks was Dura- 
bility. 

In the East, where for a thousand years manuscripts have been ade- 
quately preserved - and this not under modern storage conditions - 
the problem presented little difficulty, books often being regarded 
as °a possession for ever’. In the West, the spread of culture and 
the education of the masses so significant in the last three decades, 
encouraged the care and good treatment of books. 

The life of a paperback, as reckoned by some American librarians 
was an issue from a circulating library of eight to twenty times be- 
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fore the copy was discarded for wear and tear. Methods of strengthen- 
ing covers, binding, paper and print continually occupied publishers 
and printers until near-perfection has been attained. We now find 
artistic covers in colour, attractive format, good paper and print 
at reasonable cost. 

Between 1947 and 1957 the increase in cost of technical books, law, 
medicine, science and business was in the region of 30%, and of text- 
books 73% in hardbounds. Many of these can now be bought at much 
less cost in paperbacks. An endeavour is being made two produce 
paper-bound text-books, though the difficulties in this sphere need 
no elaboration. 

What of the aesthetic content of these paper-bound publications? 
We find the Bible, the Koran, the Talmud, the Vedas and Upanishads, 
works of the Greek philosophers, poets and playwrights, and the books 
of historians, doctors, and engineers - in fact, the accumulated 
knowledge of centuries available to us for a few shillings. 

The result will be far-reaching; a spread of learning which may be 
compared to the Renaissance the gradual understanding of the problems 
of life - not least being the knowledge of how the other man lives - 
and an inevitable drawing together of the peoples of the Universe. 
If this is achieved, as it may well be in the period of time that may 
be ascribed to an Age, the title of this study may be one that wil! 
live to be remembeved - and not just as an idle cliché, At. the 
worst, the output of paperbacks can no longer be dismissed as a spate 
of trash, as it was twenty years ago and the enterprise will have 
contributed some millions of Rand to further the well-being of 
publishers and printers, and, in the long run, the aspirations of 
embryo authors, poets and playwrights. 


OBITUARY: 


It is with the deepest regret that we mention the passing of Mr. 
P.D. Paulse a former chairman of the Sarepta Public Library and Head- 
master of the local school. By his efforts, one might almost say, 
his solo efforts in the beginning, Sarepta came into being. 

lie was forced to retire from active service in 1960 and a new 
library committee took over from him. 

At that time, he promised to give of himself again when he extended 
to this committee ar open offer that they might call upon his ser- 
vices at any time. 
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A vacation school for the librarians of our coloured libraries was 
held from the 12th to the 2ist of June. This, the third school at 
Zonnebloem College has become a greatly-prized annual event. 
| Beyond the usual lectures on the function of the public library, 
| the library committee, administration classification, the children’s 
' library and displaysthere were interesting talks by such personali- 
ties as Professor Inskip, the vice-principal of the University of 
Cape Town, Mr. Aat Kaptein of Die Burger, Mr. Adam Small, (coloured 
writer and poet) and Mr. Laurie van der Merwe, who spoke on play- 
Te readings. 
In the evening, two plays evoked lively discussion. These were 
Cocteau’ s "The Voice" and Chekov’s "Die Beer". 
The audience had come from places as divergent as De Aar and 
Komaggas, De Doorns and Vredendal, Britstown and Wellington; Klawer, 
Paternoster, Springbok, Douglas, Elliot, Robertson, Loeriesfontein, 
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Graafwater, Somerset-East and Knysna! There were further represen- 
tatives of Klaasjagersberg, Williston, Posmasberg, Mamre Nieu Bethes- 
da, Riversdale, Graaff-Reinet, Klipplaat, Sterkaar, Uniondale, Lei- 
poldtville, Lambertsbaai, Sitrusdal and Sarepta. 

An innovation this year; was suggested for the first time that if 
the particular librarian were unable to attend, members of his li- 
brary-committee might represent him. This is a good idea as it means 
that the particular centre, involved will not be cut off for another 
year from fellowship with other libraries in the country and from new 
ideas inculcated at this library cession. 

Evening entertainment for this union of 1961 provided film enter- 
tainment. Saturday morning was organised to include visits to Parow, 
Sarepta and Ida’s Valley libraries, to wit our pertinent photograph 
featuring librarians in "wreathed smiles". It seems all went off 
expeditiously and all tastes were catered for; even a printing press 
being included in the itinary. 

It should also be mentioned here that the last two afternoons of 
the course were purposely left open for the Annual meeting of the 
Coloured Library Association and that this course, made it possible 
for Coloured representatives from the country to meet this very 
special group of their own kind. 

Two papers, "Library Planning in South Africa" and "Library Commu- 
nity" were read by Mr. F.E. Leygonie and Dr. J.P. du Toit. These men 
are senior lecturers at West Cape University College. 

Library apartheid in Cape Town was discussed and also Coloured Re- 
presentation (when on a National basis) and Library Planning. The 
question of salaries for qualified coloured librarians in the Library 
Service also received an overhaul. 

Resolutions were taken that when Apartheid is introduced in the 
library, facilities for coloureds should not be inferior to facili- 
ties for Europeans. Also, that these should be established in ex- 
clusively coloured areas. 

And, finally, that the Association wanted to express its thanks to 
the Provincial Administration for the Service rendered to Coloureds. 
At the same time the Association expressed its deep disappointment 
in the fact that Coloured Librarians are not remunerated with the 
same salary-scale as Europeans. Could not this discrepancy between 
white and coloured salary-scales be altered? 

At this juncture, for all Coloured Librarians who attended the 
Vacation School at Zonnebloem and for the Public Library Service the 
Editor wishes to thank Father Jeffries and the College for the very 
wonderful way that these people were received and housed there with 
the minimum of fuss. All were made happy and comfortable. 








BEAUFORT WEST: 


We wish to put on record some- 
thing of the trials that have be- 
set the Beaufort West Region. We 
do so with sympathy. Not so long 
ago their travelling library 
broke down and the vehicle went 
for repairs. When this had been 
fixed up efficiently their driver 
was called up for Military Ser- 
vice - so they found themselves 
back in their initial fix - no 
transport. Again they borrowed a 
driver from Stellenbosch Region 
but floods cancelled all tours. 


After this stick-in-the-mud hold- 
up the driver hurt his arm in 
Cape Town. He also reported at 
that stage that the condition of 
the bookvan was serious and in 
need of repair. A new driver had 
been found. At time of going to 
press it is’nt certain if these 
repairs have been completed, but 
we do know that a very anxious 
Regional Librarian is harrying 
all concerned to get his service 
on schedule. 
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CALVINI A: 


Die N.T.0.-groep se vertonings 
in dié Streek het niks anders as 
net gunstige kritiek uitgelok nie, 
maar die retn het amper hul toer 
program omvér gebring. Dit was 
Williston se Afdelingsraad se 
werkspan en n padskraper wat hul 
weer op pad gekry het. Die be- 
soek aan Williston self moes ge- 
kanselleer word. Ai, hoe lekker 
die Bolandse teerpad. 


THE N. T.0. LIBRARY PLAYERS: 


Mr. Laurie van der Merwe tells 
us that his itinary for August 
will be as follows: 


Monday 7th August Stutterhein 
Tuesday 8th August Kei Mouth 
Wednesday 9th August Komga 
Thursday 10th August Umtata 
Friday 1ith August Kok stad 


Saturday 12th August Port St. 
Johns (Sat. & Sunday) 









Monday 14th August En gcobo 
Tuesday 15th August Tsomo 
Wednesday 16th August Alice 

The usual cast will take part 
including Mr. Laurie van der 
Merwe, Mr. Philip James, Miss 
Carol Tavlor and one member not 
vet selected, It is hoped that 
they will be able to read Jean 
Paul Satre’s "In Camera", 


DIE VLOED FN DIE BIBLIOTEEK: 


Die vloedwater het paaie wegge- 
en streektoere in vier 
streke heeltemal gekanselleer - 
Van Rhynsdorp, Calvinia, De Aar 
en Upington. 

Die openbare biblioteek op Lox- 


spoel 





ton en Brandvlei het beide boeke 
verloor as gevolg van die onver- 
Mevr. 
Roos die bibliotekaresse van Ken- 
hardt ver el dat dié dorp 
vrees gelewe het vir vioedskade 
(hulle was bang dat die dam sou 
breek) die biblio- 
teek vervoer is nan veiliger 


stadighede van die weer. 


in so n 


dat alles in 
bergplek - en dan nie net eenmaal 
nie maar by twee geleenthede. 

Op Brandvlei het die 
dwarsdeur die biblioteek geloop 
en dié boeke op die onderste rak- 
ke beskadig wat oor gebly het 
moes afgeskryf word. 

Amper iets soos in Ou Egipte 
tydens die Nylvloed! Onthou 
julle lesers Umzimkulu tydens die 
vloed van 1959. Daar het die 
biblioteek onder vier voet water 


water 


gestaan en moes ons die beskadig- 
de boeke ook maar afskryf. 


Grabouw are planning a new li- 
brary to be incorporated with 
new municipal offices, for which 
the sketch plans have already 
been passed. 


EAST LONDON: 


News comes from this regional 
librarian of a new library at Kei 
Mouth, and at Matatiele another 
wonderful new building where the 
opening date is being held back 
pending the growth of the new 
garden in front of the library. 


STAFF NEWS: 


MALMESBURY REGION: 


It gives us pleasure to congra- 
tulate Miss C.A. Geldenhuys on 
her engagement to Mr. G. Decker 
this month. 


FAREWELL: 


Mr. Longden and Mr. Roussouw 
were given a joint farewell in 
the Cataloguing Department, where 
Mr. Roussouw had worked for the 
past two years. 


Mr. Roussouw taking his leave 
of the Service. 


Dr. Friis made a short speech 
in which he said that when Mr. 
Longden joined the library ser- 
vice in 1949 there were 12 men- 
bers of staff. One could en- 
vision how the Library Service 
had developed by comparing this 
figure with the 300 staff members 
provided for in the new building. 


Miss Irmgard Ritter left us at 
the end of June to marry Mr. Ken 
Olivier who farms near Graaff- 
Reinet. 

She will act as librarian for 
the Depot near her farm. As act- 
ing Regional Librarian Irmgard 
has been a good ambassador for 
the Library Service. 





BOEKEBESPREKINGS 
BOOK REVIEWS 


FICTION 


DETRE, Jean 
In my father’s house, 

Gollanez, 1961. 

A well-written, 

discerning and 


psychologically 
very readable 
set in the home of an 
American college professor whose 
son has been involved in a TY 


novel 


swindle which has fallen through. 
There is good feeling for ten- 
sions, perceptions, humour of 
ordinary life and the characters 
all come to life and have one’s 
sympathy as normal fallible 
humans. Essentially the theme is 
who co- 
operated with the swindlers for 
prestige and money, comes to face 
his true self and in this pro- 
cess explores his relationship 
with his parents and wife. G.B. 8S. 


reveals how the son, 


EVANS, Hilary 
World fit for Grimsby. 
Macmillan, 1961. 
This brilliant piece of cyni- 
cism is the story of the village 
of Riddleford - for 300 years 
regarded as the home of the great 
poet and playright Nicholas 


Grimsby. The local people have 
lived by exploiting his memory 
when suddenly comes evidence that 
the neighbouring mill town might 
be Nicholas’ real home! How the 
locals combat the attack from the 
nearby opposition is brilliantly 
told with flashes of wit at the 
bard’ s poetry. The real scape- 
goats are the British country 
dwellers. J. 8. 


HAGGARD, Willian 
The Arena. 

Cassell, 1961. 
This is an extremely sophisti- 
cated novel dealing superbly with 
what the author imagines could go 
on behind the apparently staid 
and dignified walls of the City - 
that square mile of business 
jungle in London. The plot skill- 
fully devised, is about the in- 
tended take-over by a foreign- 
owned company of a rather weak 
British banking concern which has 
an interest in a new company 
which is developing new and in- 
portant theories in radar. The 
book -has terrific suspense and is 

especially recommended for men. 
8. W-S. 


LAXNESS, Halldor 
The atom station. 
Methuen, 1961. 
A most fascinating account of 
life in Iceland seen in a slight- 
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ly satirical way. The story of a 
family in the capital city is 
told by a peasant girl who works 
as a servant in the household. 
She knows each person’s troubles 
and the best and worst of them 
and one feels really involved in 
the society. It is competently 


written and reads very easily. M.H. 


SACK VILLE-WEST, Victoria 
No signposts in the sea. 
Joseph, 1961. 
A very finely written novel 
about aman of fifty who goes on 
a cruise when his doctor has told 
him that death is imminent. He 
is in love with a woman on the 
ship and their relationship is 
most beautifully handled. The 
treatment is not popular but the 
novel is .nevertheless worthwhile. 
J.A. 


FIKSIE 


MIKRO: 
Die rooi leer. 
Van Schaik, 1961. 


Mikro was nog altyd die skrywer 
in Afrikaans wat met weemoed en 
met liefde die gek kon skeer. 
Hierdie keer is dit die Staats- 
diens wat in die gedrang kom, en 
watter lieflike toneeltjies kom 
nie in hierdie drama voor nie. 
Veral vir iemand wat die Staats- 
diens ken, sal hierdie drama die 


kostelikheid self wees. Dit kan 
met groot gemak in die spellees- 
verenigings van die biblioteke 
gebruik word en genotvolle aande 
verskaf. 

En -- ,laat die liefde soos die 
Staatsdiens wees: altyd daar, 
selfs na vyf in die agtermiddag" 
-- hierdie wysheid kom uit die 
pen van hierdie ou groot liefheb- 
ber van mense. Dis n drama so na 
die hart van hulle wat nog kan 
lag. A. H. d. V. 


BARNARD, Chris 

Bekende onrus. 

Van Schaik, 1961. 

Hierdie twee novelles van n 
jong skrywer (hy was tussen negen- 
tien en twintig toe hy dit ge- 
skryf het) is op die gebied van 
die Afrikaanse prosa n nuwe ster. 
Die taal wat hy gebruik is een- 
voudig, sy sinne is kort en krag- 
tig, hy gebruik n minimum byvoeg- 
like naamwoorde en sy beelding is 
kragtig en dramaties gelaai. In 
die eerste novelle kry ons te 
doen met die eensaamheid van die 
mens en sy ontvlugting daaruit. 
Die ,Muurspie#l" -- die titel van 
hierdie novelle -- is die keersy 
van die mens, wat hy telkens 
raaksien, alhoewel hy nie daarvan 
hou nie. 

In die tweede novelle -- ,,Nael- 
string" -- kry ons te doen met 
die mens in sy ewige gebondenheid 
en raak die naelstring die sinm- 
bool van die mens se gebondenheid 
aan sy verlede, 





As hierdie jong skrywer ontwik- 
kel, kan daar baie van hom verwag 
word. Hierdie eerste werk is 
ongetwyfeld die beste bundel 
Prosa wat die afgelope dekade 
verskyn het in die vorm van n 
debuutwerk. 


PHILANDER, P.J. 

Vuurklip. 

Nasionale Boekhandel, 1961. 

Die ruimte hier is te klein om 
n bundel van hierdie gehalte na 
verdienste te bespreek. philan- 
der bewys hom hier as een van die 
grootste Kleurlingdigters -- en 
ook een van die belowendste 
Afrikaanse digters na Dertig. 

Klein halfaampie, twee soorte 

wyn, 

Dis die oerbron van die pyn. 
Met hierdie raaisel open hy die 
gedigte. En kyk hoeveel word 
daarin ges@; Lees dit maar vir 
uself nog n keer. Weg van die 
verbittering van n Petersen neem 
hierdie digter n historiese ge- 
gewe -- die verhaal van Hendrik 
Witbooi. Hieruit haal hy die 
nvnengel uit die klip". 


JOUBERT, Linda 
Meulenhof se mense. 
Human & Rousseau, 1961. 
Henrittte Grové is geen onbe- 
kende by ons lesers nie. Hierdie 
roman is die eerste lang werk wat 
uit haar pen verskyn. Die skryf- 
ster het reeds bekendheid verwerf 


op die gebied van die kortverhaal. 
Hiervan is daar nog nie gebundel 
nie. Maar hierdie eerstel ingwerk 
is egter n debuutbundel nie on- 
waardig nie. Em die styl -- die 
lekker gesels -- dit is om te vat 
en nie neer te sit voordat dit 
klaar is nie. Aanbeveel vir be- 
sprekingsgroepe in die biblioteek. 


VAKLITERATUUR 
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Maskew Miller, 1961. 


Hierdie geskiedenis van die 





Kango-grotte, volledig met kaarte 
en fotos is n lus vir die o#. 
So hier en daar kom n mens feite- 
gegewens teen wat nie heeltemal 
korrek is nie - byvoorbeeld die 
algemene gegewe dat Van Zyl die 
grotte ontdek het - maar origens 
is dit lesenswaardig. Tussen 
hakies, wie presies die grotte 
ontdek het, kan nie vasgestel 
word nie, maar dit val tog te 
meld dat daar n ander naam ook 
genoem word in verband met die 
ontdekking - die Kleurling wat by 
Van Zyl op die plaas gewerk het - 
Klaas. 

Aanbeveel vir gebruik in skole, 
waar kinders temas moet uitwerk 
oor hierdie soort wetenswaardig- 
hede. 


SMITH, Anthony 
High Street Africa. 
Allen & Unwin, 1961. 
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An account of the author’s 
trip by motor-bike from Cape Town 
to Cairo. He travels fast, stays 
in hotels and does the most in- 
teresting journey through the 
Sudan by boat along the Nile. It 
is extremely readable and absorb- 
ing mainly due to the author’s 
technique of writing a short 
story about different places and 
leaving the reader to think what- 
ever he likes. The author is a 
competent journalist and seems to 
be able to see things reasonably 
objectively. M.H. 


TANGYE, Derek 
Gull on the roof. 
Joseph, 1961. 


630. 1094237 


An account of a couple who 
moved from the Savoy to a Cornish 
farm. The story of all the tri- 
bulations encountered is told 
without any laboured facetious- 
ness and without becoming a dull 
catalogue of miseries. A pleasant, 
expertly written book that should 
be enjoyed by anyone trying to 
escape from sophistication, and 
all gardeners and farmers will be 
able to recognize the fraternal 
bond. D. G. R. 


TAYLOR, A. J.P. 940.53112 
Origins of the second world 
war. 
Hamish Hamilton, 1961. 
A straight-forward historian’ s 
account of the events leading up 
to and the reasons for the Second 
World War. It is very readable 
and not cluttered up too much 
with side issues and yet is not 
an over-simplification. Begin- 
ning with the "Legacy of the 
Pirst World War" (Chapter II) the 
book traces the international 
political questions in Burope 
through the Abyssinian-Italian 
War, the Anschluss in Austria, 
the Czecho-Slovakian crisis, the 
War of Nerves and the final out- 
break. These are all described 
factually and impartially with a 
fair analysis of the political 
back ground. H. ¥-4. 
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